
 

 

 

 
 

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A 

  

me and have been taught by me and have heard or 

seen that I do. Then the God of peace will be with 

you. 
                                         The word of  the Lord. 

 

Gospel Acclamation     John 15:15 

Alleluia, alleluia!  I call you friends, says the Lord, 

because I have made known to you everything I have 

learnt from my Father.     Alleluia! 

 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mat-

thew            Matthew 21:33-43 

 

He leased his vineyard to other farmers. 

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the 

people, ‘Listen to another parable. There was a man, 

a landowner, who planted a vineyard; he fenced it 

round, dug a winepress in it and built a tower; then 

he leased it to tenants and went abroad. When vin-

tage time drew near he sent his servants to the ten-

ants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized 

his servants, thrashed one, killed another and 

stoned a third. Next he sent some more servants, 

this time a larger number, and they dealt with them 

in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them. 

“They will respect my son,” he said. But when the 

tenants saw the son, they said to each other, “This 

is the heir. Come on, let us kill him and take over 

his inheritance.” So they seized him and threw him 

out of the vineyard and killed him. Now when the 

owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to 

those tenants?’ They answered, ‘He will bring those 

wretches to a wretched end and lease the vineyard 

to other tenants who will deliver the produce to him 

when the season arrives.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Have 

you never read in the scriptures: It was the stone 

rejected by the builders  that became the keystone. 

This was the Lord’s doing and it is wonderful to see? 

‘I tell you, then, that the kingdom of God will be tak-

en from you and given to a people who will produce 

its fruit.’              The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Communion Antiphon      Cf 1 Corinthians 10:17 

Though many, we are one bread, one body, for we 

all partake of the one Bread and one Chalice. 

 

 Next week’s readings   

First Reading:        Isaiah 25:6-10        

Responsorial Psalm:           Ps 22. R. v.6    

Second Reading:      Philippians 4:12-14. 19-20  

Gospel:       Matthew 22:1-10  

Entrance Antiphon               Cf Esther 4:17 

Within your will, O Lord, all things are established, 

and there is none that can resist your will. For you 

have made all things, the heaven and the earth, and 

all that is held within the circle of heaven; you are the 

Lord of all. 

 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah      

          Isaiah 5:1-7 

The vineyard of the Lord God of hosts is the 

House of Israel.  

Let me sing to my friend the song of his love for his 

vineyard. My friend had a vineyard on a fertile 

hillside. He dug the soil, cleared it of stones, and 

planted choice vines in it. In the middle he built a 

tower, he dug a press there too. He expected it to yield 

grapes, but sour grapes were all that it gave. And now, 

inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, I ask you 

to judge between my vineyard and me. What could I 

have done for my vineyard that I have not done? I ex-

pected it to yield grapes. Why did it yield sour grapes 

instead? Very well, I will tell you what I am going to do 

to my vineyard: I will take away its hedge for it to be 

grazed on, and knock down its wall for it to be tram-

pled on. I will lay it waste, unpruned, undug; over-

grown by the briar and the thorn. I will command the 

clouds to rain no rain on it. Yes, the vineyard of the 

Lord of hosts is the House of Israel, and the men of 

Judah that chosen plant. He expected justice, but 

found bloodshed, integrity, but only a cry of distress. 

             The word of  the Lord. 

 
 

Responsorial Psalm  

            Ps 79:9. 12-16. 19-20. R. Is 5:7 

 

The vineyard of the Lord is the House of Israel. 
 

 

 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippi-

ans                   Philippians 4:6-9 

  
Do these things and the God of peace will be with 

you. 

 

There is no need to worry; but if there is anything you 

need, pray for it, asking God for it with prayer and 
thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which is so 

much greater than we can understand, will guard 

your hearts and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus. Final-

ly, brothers, fill your minds with everything that is 

true, everything that is noble, everything that is good 

and pure, everything that we love and honour, and 
everything that can be thought virtuous or worthy of 

praise. Keep doing all the things that you learnt from  

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa025
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cphi#phi004
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw022


 

 

The Catholic Church in the       
Dandenong Ranges  

P.O. Box 100, Belgrave, Victoria  3160  

Phone: 97542141     

Office Hours:  9.30am—2pm Tuesday to Friday 

Internet:  pol.org.au/belgrave  

Our Parish Vision 

Statement: 

We are called to be a 

welcoming, 

compassionate 

community, empowered 

for our faith journey for 

active service…... 

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A    -  7th / 8th October, 2023 

 

REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant CSA 

The metaphor of the vineyard, cherished by both ancient Israel and the early 

Christians, suggests that while vines might be hardy, they are also vulnerable. 

So is the reign of God. It must be tended and protected from what might en-

danger it, so that it may produce abundant and delectable fruit. In the gospel 

account, the vine does indeed produce an abundant crop. In fact, it is the very 

productivity of the vineyard that sets the stage for the treachery described. We 

can see ourselves in both uses of the vineyard metaphor. There are times when, regardless of what God seems 

to be doing for us, we simply rebel against God’s plans. We stand in defiance. There are other times when we, 

who are disciples of Jesus, act as if the kingdom is ours. We might even marginalise or force out others with 

whom we do not agree, so that we have sole control. 

When we consider the justice of God, it is important that we place it within the right context, lest we create a 

picture of God that is false and misleading. It is because of God’s tender love for the vineyard that treachery 

cannot be tolerated. If we have produced unacceptable fruits, it is for our own good that God steps in and dis-

mantles the structures that enabled us to produce bad fruit. It is appropriate that God would snatch the vine-

yard from our grasp and entrust it to one who will faithfully carry out God’s plans. 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/calendar/date/2023Oct08/0/RefDiBer 

PARISH PRIEST:                      Fr. Anthony Cruz MC  
            Anthony.cruz@cam.org.au  

Phone:                    87518112. 

Parish Secretary:                       Mirani Perera   

Parish Office:                     97542141  
Sacraments :                              belgrave@cam.org.au     

Child Safety Contacts:              Jeanette Wicks 97542759 
            Monica Rayner  

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL:              Chairperson — Dennis  
Monbulk:                                    Sue Luxford 

                            
Belgrave:             David  Bhoynz                   

            
Gembrook:                                                                

Emerald:                            Evie  and Irene Reed                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

          

ST. THOMAS MORE’S PRIMARY, BELGRAVE 

Principal: Declan McDermott  
Phone:  9754-4444   

Email: principal@smbelgrave.catholic.edu.au  
www.smbelgrave.catholic.edu.au 
 

ST. PAUL’S PRIMARY SCHOOL, MONBULK  

Principal: Michael Watt    
Phone: 9756 7201   

Email: principal@spmonbulk.catholic.edu.au  

CHURCH  

CENTRES 

St. Joseph’s Church 

Emerald 

Cnr. Emerald-

Monbulk & Cornish 

Roads 

Sacred Heart Church  

Gembrook 

Main Road 

St. Thomas More 

Church 

Belgrave 

17 Terry Avenue,  

Belgrave 

St. Paul’s Church  

Monbulk 

59 Moores Road 

Mass 

Times  

Weekend Vigil Mass 

6.00pm  
 
 

9.00am  

 
 

9.00am  

 

11.00am  

Weekday   9.00am  

 
The Parish of St Thomas More and the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to 
the care, wellbeing and protection of  chil-
dren, young people and vulnerable people in 
our community. May our message be that 
child  protection and the dignity of every             
person is the responsibility of every adult. 
You can find out more about the Church’s 
work in this area at: www.catholic.org.au/
responseandprevention 

WE ARE A CHILD SAFETY PARISH 

AND WE BELIEVE IN CHILD SAFETY. 

The Pope's Monthly Intentions for 2023 —  Month of  October  

For the Synod  —    We pray for the Church, that she may adopt listening and dialogue as a lifestyle at every 
level, and allow herself to be guided by the Holy Spirit towards the peripheries of the world.  

https://www.usccb.org/prayers/popes-monthly-intentions-2023 

mailto:principal@smbelgrave.catholic.edu.au
http://www.catholic.org.au/responseandprevention
http://www.catholic.org.au/responseandprevention
https://www.usccb.org/prayers/popes-monthly-intentions-2023


 

 

REMEMBRANCE IN OUR PRAYERS: 

Recent deaths:   Many people across the world who 

have died due to natural calamities  and ongoing War in 

Ukraine. May their souls rest in peace.  

Anniversaries:      

Justin Eadie and Marilyn Duivenvoorden.  

 

Prayers for the Sick:   We pray for all who are ill, but 

especially the following people: Helen Bye, Peter Law-

rence,  Stephen Billington,  Anne Radocaj, Simon Kuyper 

John Barber, Dimuthu, Glen Butler, Juhyeon Kim, Peter 

Hicks, Margaret Campion,  Cameron DiCasio, Jack Weir, 

Ewa Wallis, Jane Schellenbach, Deanne Atkinson, Dan-

iel, Mason, Hero, Helen Smith, Irene, Debbie Owens, Don 

Kempster, Pat McCarrick, Justin,  Tom Fergus, Josie 

Walsh,  B. O’Connor, Maureen  Lyons,  Ingyin Collins, 

David Bourke, Eileen Banyard, Brendan, Martin Fergus, 

Margaret, Maureen, Patricia Gilchrist, Stephen Mc., 

Cheryl McInnes, Kate Arnott, Julian Neesham, Fa Peri-

sipi, John Reid, Dieter Farmer, Margaret Sheanon, Di-

anne Zidek, Mark Pickthall, Terry Schubert, Neil Weath-

erill, Margaret Herbert, Rob Zwagerman,  Joshua 

McQuade,  Lanie Brereton, Sandra Dowling, Francesca, 

Neil Holland, Maureen Hughes, Marilyn Ward, Isabelle 

Henry, Phillis Willoughby. 

• Sick List: If you are aware that any names on 

the sick list need to be removed, please contact 

the Parish Office on 97542141.  

Please make your Thanksgiving contributions to your 

church  via church account or scanning the QR code.  

St Thomas Mores Parish Church or  

Account 

BSB: 083 347 

Account: 67214 6192  

St Joseph's, Emerald, Mass Time, 2024 

We are currently considering changing the weekly 

Mass time at St Joseph's, Emerald from 6:00pm to 
5:00 pm Saturday.  The reasoning behind the pro-

posed change is that the earlier time may be more 

convenient for families with young children.  This 

may especially be the case in winter. 

Since the St Joseph's Mass is the only Vigil Mass in 

the parish, such a change will affect more than the 
local Emerald parishioners, so we are seeking input 

from across the parish.   

Please express your thoughts, especially if your 

Mass attendance will be adversely affected by the 

change.  You can do so throughout October, by 

* speaking to Father Cruz 

* ringing/leaving a message at the Parish Office on 

97542141 

• emailing the Parish Office at   

         belgrave@cam.org.au 

The final decision on the change will be made after 

October. 

Please see below an update to current va-
cant roles listed on our Melbourne Catho-
lic website. 
  
Further details of the above positions can be found on the 
Archdiocese website at: Job vacancies | Melbourne Catholic 
   
Should you have any further questions please do not hesi-
tate to contact Human Resources at hradmin@cam.org.au 
 

Church Cleaning Roster  

8th October    

Janette Wicks &  Una Steele 

22nd October     

Kathleen Burns  

Pat & Maureen Coyne 

Holy Land pilgrimage  

Trace the journey of Jesus from the land of his 

birth to the way he carried his cross and gave the 
eternal sacrifice in this 14-day Holy Land pilgrim-

age to Jordan & Israel led by Fr Richard Rosse. 

This pilgrimage features places from the Old & New 

Testament and includes Petra, Mt Nebo, Bethle-

hem, Nazareth, Sea of Galilee and Jerusalem  for 

an all-inclusive offer of $7,590 AUD. The fare in-
cludes Airfare + Local Transfers in Deluxe Coaches 

+ Stay in Premium Hotels + All Breakfasts & Din-

ners +  English speaking professional guides. De-

parture from Melbourne on 20th May,2024. For 

inquiries & bookings call  1300 721 561/03 8839 
6615 or email us  info@magiholidays.com.au   

SAVE THE DATE! Night of the Witnesses – 22 

November 2023, 7pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral.  

Aid to the Church in Need invites you to an evening 

of prayer, testimony, song, adoration and reflec-
tion to honour the witness of twelve recent Chris-

tian martyrs and to stand in solidarity with Chris-

tians all over the world who are suffering persecu-

tion for their faith in Jesus Christ. Archbishop Pe-

ter Comensoli will preside and His Beatitude, Pa-
triarch Joseph Absi of the Melkite Greek Catholic 

Church will be one of the international guest 

speakers who will share personal testimony of per-

secution for the faith. We hope you will join us. 

For more information please visit: 

www.aidtochurch.org/notw 

 

 

https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies
mailto:hradmin@cam.org.au
mailto:info@magiholidays.com.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aidtochurch.org%2Fnotw&data=05%7C01%7Cbelgrave%40cam.org.au%7C15da070383834062d00608dbbd6c6df6%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C638312045641023631%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjo


 

 

 

 

October - The Month of the Rosary 

The month of October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary, 

one of the best known of all Catholic devotions. October 

includes the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary (October 

7).  

The best way to celebrate the month is, of course, 

to pray the Rosary. 

Visit the below link for her fifteen promises 

https://airmaria.com/2015/10/07/i-am-the-lady-of-the-rosary-

pray-the-rosary-daily/ 

 

Rosary starting at Emer-

ald every Saturday  from 

October 7th  at 5.30 

sharp before mass for the 

month of October. All wel-

come! Come and join us 

to ask for Our Lady's in-

tervention. 

 

Mass for Deceased Loved Ones 

Date: Thursday 26th of October 

Time: 7pm - 9pm 

Location: St Joseph's College Ferntree Gully, Chapel 

Important Feasts  

18th October St. Luke, Evangelist  

28th October STS Simon & Jude,  

  Apostles 

left for all Christians Fifteen Promises to those who recite the 

Holy Rosary. 

 

The 15 Promises Imparted to Saint Dominic and Blessed Alan: 

 

1. Whoever shall faithfully serve me by the recitation of the 

Rosary, shall receive signal graces. 

2. I promise my special protection and the greatest graces 

to all those who shall recite the Rosary. 

3. The Rosary shall be a powerful armor against hell, it will 

destroy vice, decrease sin, and defeat heresies. 

4. The Rosary will cause virtue and good works to flourish; 

it will obtain for souls the abundant mercy of God; it will 

withdraw the hearts of men from the love of the world 

and its vanities, and will lift them to the desire for eter-

nal things. Oh, that souls would sanctify themselves by 

this means. 

5. The soul which recommends itself to me by the recita-

tion of the Rosary, shall not perish. 

6. Whoever shall recite the Rosary devoutly, applying him-

self to the consideration of its sacred mysteries shall 

never be conquered by misfortune. God will not chastise 

him in His justice, he shall not perish by an unprovided 

death; if he be just he shall remain in the grace of God, 

and become worthy of eternal life. 

7. Whoever shall have a true devotion for the Rosary shall 

not die without the sacraments of the Church. 

8. Those who are faithful to recite the Rosary shall have 

during their life and at their death the light of God and 

the plenititude of His graces; at the moment of death 

they shall participate in the merits of the saints in para-

dise. 

9. I shall deliver from Purgatory those who have been de-

voted to the Rosary. 

10. The faithful children of the Rosary shall merit a high de-

gree of glory in Heaven. 

11. You shall obtain all you ask of me by the recitation of the 

Rosary. 

12. All those who propagate the Holy Rosary shall be aided 

by me in their necessities. 

13. I have obtained from my Divine Son that all the advo-

cates of the Rosary shall have for intercessors the entire 

celestial court during their life and at the hour of death. 

14. All who recite the Rosary are my sons and daughters, 

and brothers and sisters of my only Son Jesus Christ. 

15. Devotion of my Rosary is a great sign of predestination. 

https://airmaria.com/2015/10/07/i-am-the-lady-of-the-rosary-pray-the-

rosary-daily/ 

I am the Lady of the Rosary”: Pray the Rosary Daily 

 

Sixth and last apparition of Our Lady at Fatima: 

On 13 October 1917 the children surrounded by a crowd of 70.000 

persons under a torrential rain, Lucy asked again of the Lady: 

“What do you want from me?” she answered: “I am the Lady of 

the Rosary, I desire here a chapel in my honor to be built, that 

people continue to recite the Rosary every day.  The war is going 

to end, and the soldiers will soon return to their homes.” Then 

Lucy asked: “may I ask you for cures and conversions, will you 

grant them?”. “Some yes, others no. It is necessary that they ask 

pardon for their sins, that they don’t offend God our Lord, and 

that he is already too much offended.” … 

The Blessed Virgin Mary promised to Saint Dominic and to all who 

follow that “Whatever you ask in the Rosary will be granted.” She  


